Keratinocyte cytokines and growth factors. Functions in skin immunity and homeostasis.
Evidence has been presented to support the theory that the KC, by virtue of its production of cytokines and growth factors, is an integral component of the immune system. The production of cytokines by the KC is normally carefully regulated in order to maintain normal body homeostasis. Malfunction of the regulatory processes controlling cytokine release may result in the development of skin disease.